as likely as singletons to be premature (born before 37 completed weeks of gestation), 8.5 times as likely to be of low birthweight (less than 2500 g), and 9.5 times as likely to be of very low birthweight (less than 1500 g). 3 Since the 1980s, the incidence of twin births has risen dramatically owing to the increased use of assisted reproductive technologies and a trend toward delaying childbirth. 4 In 1993 there were more than 100 000 multiple births in the US, including more than 95 000 twin births and more than 4100 triplet and higher order births. Table 2 . Twin neonatal deaths were more likely to involve infants who were very premature, who were growth retarded, and who had prematurity-related diagnoses. The cost per day was more than 4 times higher and total pregnancy costs were 2.5 times higher for twin neonatal deaths than for survivors. 13 (22) 13 (23) 15 (62) 20 (167) 
